
Enantiomers are stereoisomers of a 
molecule that are mirror images but 
are not superimposable – like human 
hands.  Enantiomers have identical 
chemical and physical properties, 
but sometimes react differently with 
molecules that are also enantiomers.  
Because many biologically active 
molecules (e.g., some enzymes) are 
enantiomers, there is the potential for 
significant differences in the effects of 
two enantiomers on animals or plants.
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