
HEADLINES

 2015 Entrepreneurship Academies Now Accepting Applications for
 Enrollment

Entrepreneurship Academies, offered at the University of California, Davis, are
 designed for science and engineering graduate students, postdoctoral researchers,
 and university faculty who want to explore the commercial, real-world application of
 their work. Each academy is a three-day intensive program integrating lecture,
 exercises, and individual projects. Participants work to identify, design, and validate
 new business opportunities for their research. This year, UC Davis will host an Ag
 Innovation Entrepreneurship Academy April 21-23 (apply by March 20) and a
 Biomedical and Engineering Entrepreneurship Academy July 7-9 (apply by June 12).

Travel support is available to all national Superfund researchers. To qualify for
 support, participants must also fill out the Travel Support Request Form in addition to
 the application to the specific academy.

SRP at SOT in San Diego

NIEHS SRP staff members will be at SOT in San Diego from March 22-26 and are
 looking forward to seeing SRP grantees that will be attending! Also, look out for the
 NIEHS booth in the ToxExpo (booth 2228).

SRP trainees: There will be an SRP trainee gathering the evening of Monday March 23.
 Meet at 6:30 pm on 3/23 in the lobby of the Conference Hotel (San Diego Marriot
 Marquis and Marina) to walk to a nearby restaurant for dinner. If you are interested or
 have any questions, contact Duke SRP trainee Laura Macaulay
 (laura.macaulay@duke.edu).

Social Science-Environmental Health Interdisciplinary Collaborations
 Conference at Northeastern University

The Social Science Environmental Health Research Institute and Silent Spring Institute,
 with co-sponsorship from the Northeastern SRP Center, will hold a conference at
 Northeastern University on Social Science-Environmental Health Interdisciplinary
 Collaborations, funded by NIEHS. The first of its kind, this conference will bring
 together people from academia, government, and community-based organizations who
 are working at the intersection of social science and environmental health. There will
 be workshops on practical applications of social science and environmental health
 collaborations, on working with environmental justice groups, and on developing
 curriculum for cross-training. For more information and to register, visit the
 Northeastern University website.

IN THE NEWS

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

NIEHS - Independent Research Positions in
 Epidemiology

The NIEHS, located in Research Triangle Park,
 North Carolina, is recruiting for one or more
 tenure-track epidemiologists. Successful
 candidate(s) will be expected to develop an
 outstanding, investigator-initiated research
 program in any of the following areas:
 reproduction, pregnancy outcomes, pediatrics,
 early origins of disease, life-course epidemiology,
 adult health/chronic disease, or other areas of
 environmental epidemiology. NIEHS will begin
 evaluating complete applications on March 9,
 2015. Applications will be accepted until
 vacancies are filled. For the full position
 description and application information, visit the
 NIEHS job opportunity.

Editor-in-Chief for Environmental Health
 Perspectives

The NIEHS is searching for the next Editor-in-
Chief of the Environmental Health Perspectives
 (EHP). EHP is a peer-reviewed, open access,
 monthly science journal that publishes a wide
 range of topics related to the environment and
 human health. EHP is published monthly by
 NIEHS but operates as an independent journal.
 Applications will be accepted March 30 - April 14,
 2015 through USAJOBS.

Postdoctoral Research Fellow - Brown
 University

A postdoctoral research fellow position is
 available to study the basic mechanisms of
 disease related to environmental exposure to
 metals in the laboratory of Tom Bartnikas, M.D.,
 Ph.D., in the Brown University department of
 pathology and laboratory medicine. Emphasis will
 be placed on career development,
 communication skills, grantsmanship,
 interdisciplinary research, and implications of
 basic research for diagnosis and prevention of
 human disease. The candidate is expected to
 have a Ph.D. in toxicology, molecular or cell
 biology, biochemistry or a related field. For more
 information and to apply, see the job description.

CURRENT RESEARCH BRIEF

Research Brief 243: Detecting Environmental
 Chemicals with Novel Immunoassay Technology
 (Tingrui Pan, UC Davis) is available online.
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SRP in the Environmental Factor

Take a moment to read about some of our colleagues' latest activities in this month's
 NIEHS newsletter:

SRP network helps parents understand vapor intrusion in schools

Visit the SRP News Page for more stories about the Program.

SRP Alumnus Awarded Prestigious NIEHS Grant

Former SRP trainee Neel Aluru is one of six early-career scientists who received a
 2015 NIEHS Outstanding New Environmental Scientist (ONES) award. The NIEHS
 created the highly competitive ONES award to encourage emerging researchers who
 want to discover how our environment influences human health. Aluru is an Assistant
 Scientist at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) in Massachusetts, under
 the guidance of Mark Hahn, a Boston University SRP Center grantee and senior
 scientist at WHOI. The ONES award will allow Aluru to set up his own lab and become
 an independent researcher at WHOI. He will use zebrafish to study how early-life
 exposures to toxic chemicals may lead to developmental disabilities. See the
 Environmental Factor for more information on the ONES award and the other
 awardees.

SRP Grantees Invited to Participate in IRIS Public Science Meeting

Kim Boekelheide (Brown SRP Center) and Rita Loch-Caruso (University of Michigan -
 PROTECT Center) were invited experts at the February 25-26, 2015 EPA/NRC
 Integrated Risk Information (IRIS) Bimonthly Public Science Meeting. The IRIS
 program is used by the EPA to evaluate scientific information on toxicologic effects that
 may result from exposure to chemical substances in the environment. The meeting
 focused on butyl benzyl phthalate, diisobutyl phthalate, and dibutyl phthalate, and
 looked at a number of topics related to health effects, mechanistic data, and emerging
 areas of research.

Mexican Delegation visits UA, Meets to Discuss Sustainable Mining

A science delegation from Mexico visited the University of Arizona to learn about efforts
 in mining, engineering, and technology over a three-day visit in January 2015. While in
 Tucson, the delegation interacted with UA SRP Center personnel, engaging in
 productive discussions and taking a tour of the active open-pit ASARCO Mission Mine
 in Sahuarita, 25 miles south of Tucson. For more information on the visit, see the UA
 SRP website.

UNC SRP Responds to Research Needs after Coal Ash Spill

In December 2014, University of North Carolina SRP Center investigator Rebecca Fry
 was asked to consult with the town council in Eden, North Carolina following a
 February coal ash spill along the Dan River. Fry gave a presentation to the town
 council on the potential environmental health impacts of the spill, particularly the
 impact of toxic metals on children's health, and is assisting the council in deciding how
 to respond. UNC SRP Center grantee Damian Shea (NC State University) is also
 responding to the Dan River coal ash spill by coordinating with state and federal
 regulatory agencies to help answer important questions about the type and amounts of
 toxic chemicals present in the coal ash, enabling regulators to better assess potential
 risks to communities along the river.

Past Research Briefs are available on the SRP
 website.

To receive the monthly Research Briefs in your e-
mail, please send your e-mail address to
 HeacockM@niehs.nih.gov.

If you have ideas for future Research Briefs,
 please submit them to:
 HeacockM@niehs.nih.gov.

SRP-SUPPORTED EVENTS

Local Environmental Action 2015
Co-Sponsored by the Boston University SRP
 March 15, 2015
 Boston, Massachusetts
Website

The Superfund Research Program's Karen
 Wetterhahn Award Seminar
Corin Hammond, University of Arizona
 March 17, 2015, 3:00 - 4:00 pm ET
 Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

14th Annual Pediatric Research Day
Co-Sponsored by the Michigan State
 University SRP
 March 18, 2015
 Detroit, Michigan
Website

Small Business Funding Opportunities
 (SBIR/STTR) for Environmental Technologies
 at NIEHS SRP, EPA, and NSF
 April 2, 2015, 1:00 - 3:00 pm ET
 Online
Website

Social Science - Environmental Health
 Interdisciplinary Collaborations Conference
Co- Sponsored by the Northeastern University
 SRP
 May 21 - 22, 2015
 Boston, Massachusetts
Website

14th International Congress on Combustion
 By-Products and their Health Effects
Co-Sponsored by the Louisiana State
 University SRP
 June 14-17, 2015
 Umea, Sweden
Website

Statistical Approaches to Epidemiological
 Studies of Combined Exposures/Mixtures
 July 13-14, 2015
 Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
Website

2015 Community Involvement Training
 Conference
 August 4 - 6, 2015
 Atlanta, Georgia
Website

16th International Conference of the Pacific
 Basin Consortium for Environment and
 Health 
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Successful Science Pub Attracts Attention to Arsenic and Mercury

A record 80 people attended a Science Pub in New Hampshire, But is it Safe to Eat?
 What to Make of Those Food Studies, organized by the Dartmouth Office of Outreach.
 Panelists SRP grantee Celia Chen, trainee Todd Warczak, and Mary Choate a
 nutritionist from the Hanover Food Coop, guided questions and conversation focused
 on arsenic in food (particularly rice) and mercury in fish. Warczak used the skills he
 learned in a September 2014 Alan Alda Science Communication workshop that the
 Dartmouth SRP Center organized. Science Pub attendees were eager for information
 and the panelists did a great job conveying the message of limiting their exposure to
 arsenic and mercury, which includes testing their private well water, while continuing to
 eat a healthy diet, which includes foods like rice and fish.

Museum of Science Boston Podcast: What Was In Our Water?

Susan Heliman and David Sittenfeld of the Museum of Science Boston, a research
 translation partner of Boston University SRP, interviewed BU SRP trainee Lindsey
 Butler and project leader Ann Aschengrau recently. The investigator-trainee duo
 discussed BU SRP Center research that links drinking water contaminants and birth
 defects in What Was In Our Water? as part of the museum's Current Science and
 Technology podcast series. Read more about the podcast on the BU website.

TRAINEE SPOTLIGHT

Leah Chibwe, Oregon State University SRP

Leah Chibwe is a fourth year Ph.D. student
 under the guidance of Oregon State University
 SRP Center investigator Staci Simonich. She is
 identifying toxic transformation products that
 could potentially cause increased toxicity
 following the bioremediation of PAH-
contaminated soil. If you were at the 2014
 annual meeting, you heard her give an excellent
 talk about her KC Donnelly externship at UNC!

Chibwe collaborated with Mike Aitken at the
 UNC SRP Center (through her KC Donnelly
 Externship) and Robert Tanguay at the Oregon
 State SRP Center to assess the toxicity of lab-
scale bioremediated soil using the DT40 chicken
 and zebrafish embryonic assays, and observed an increase in toxicity in certain
 fractions after bioremediation. She is now working at San Diego State University using
 comprehensive two-dimensional gas chromatography mass spectrometry as a tool to
 chemically profile the toxic fractions and identify components in post-bioremediated soil
 that could be responsible for the increased toxicity.

Chibwe has received a number of awards from the American Chemical Society for her
 excellent research and leadership at Oregon State, including a 2015 Graduate Student
 Paper Award, the highest award given to students by the ACS Division of
 Environmental Chemistry. She also received an ACS Environmental Chemistry
 Emerging Leader Award.

Chibwe was born in Zambia and attended school in Swaziland before she moved to
 Colorado to pursue her undergraduate degree at Colorado College. In addition to

 August 10-13, 2015
 Depok, Indonesia
Website

2015 Annual Meeting of the Superfund
 Research Program
 November 18 - 20, 2015
 San Juan, Puerto Rico

The International Chemical Congress of
 Pacific Basic Societies
 December 15 - 20, 2015
 Honolulu, Hawaii
Website

UPDATES FROM OTHER SRP
 CENTERS

The e-Posted isn't the only way you can find out
 about news and events from the SRP Centers.
 The SRP Grantee Newsletters and Pages
 website has links to SRP Center electronic
 newsletters and Facebook pages. Check it out to
 see the latest SRP news!

To see the latest SRP grantee publications, visit
 the SRP publications page.

Visit the SRP Materials for Grantees page for
 information intended to assist grantees, such as
 SRP administrative supplements information,
 SRP best practices, NIEHS logo use, and the
 Data Collection Form.

The SRP Events page contains up-to-date SRP
 grantee and staff events.

The SRP website also has Search Tools to help
 you learn more about projects funded by the
 Program.

JOIN THE @SRP_NIEHS
 KNOWLEDGE NETWORK ON
 TWITTER

NIEHS uses Twitter, a popular social media tool,
 for information sharing. A "microblogging"
 service, Twitter allows users to distribute
 substantive content through messages called
 Tweets. Many SRP Centers also have accounts,
 and it would be great if all participated! Follow us
 @SRP_NIEHS to instantly hear news about the
 Program, noteworthy publications, events, and
 job opportunities for trainees.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Information on NIEHS SRP Program Contacts
 can be found here: NIEHS SRP Program Staff
 and Contacts.
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 English, she can speak Bemba (Zambia) and SiSwati (Swaziland), and also knows
 some French and classical Latin.

"Before graduate school I had been intent on going into nanotechnology, but then I met
 Staci Simonich, and was really inspired by her research and her passion for it," said
 Chibwe. "This also brought me to the SRP. There is no way to explain the SRP and
 fully encompass its true virtue, or what it means to me being a part of it. I'm always
 freshly amazed when I hear the various and diversity of the projects my fellow trainees
 are involved in, just within OSU."

Chibwe hopes to eventually return to Zambia and become part of the environmental
 movement there. In her spare time, she enjoys running, reading, and writing on her
 blog, which she uses as a way to share her life with her family back in Africa.

HOT PUBLICATION

Removing PCBs in Soils with Switchgrass and Associated Bacteria

University of Iowa SRP Center researchers have found that switchgrass, a type of
 grass that was once a staple of the American prairie, can effectively remove PCBs
 from soil. In a recent paper in the journal Ecological Engineering, the researchers
 report that switchgrass successfully removed up to 40 percent of the PCBs from
 contaminated soils in lab experiments. When boosted by a PCB-oxidizing
 microorganism, the removal rate reached 47 percent. For more on the study and the
 authors, see the University of Iowa press release.

AWARD WINNERS

Sille Recognized as Outstanding Young Investigator

Fenna Sille, a postdoc in Martyn Smith's lab in the UC Berkeley SRP Center, has
 received the Society of Toxicology, Immunotoxicology Specialty Section, HESI
 Immunotoxicology Young Investigator Travel Award. The prestigious award will be
 presented during the 2015 SOT Annual meeting in San Diego, CA, on March 24th.

Kaeli Named Distinguished Scientist

Northeastern SRP Center grantee Dave Kaeli, Data Management and Modeling Core
 Leader, was recently named Distinguished Scientist by the Association for Computer
 Machinery (ACM). ACM is the world's largest educational and scientific computing
 society and delivers resources that advance computing as a science and a profession.
 Awardees must be nominated and endorsed by ACM members and must demonstrate
 having achieved a significant accomplishment or having made a significant impact in
 the field of computing, computer science, and/or information technology, in general,
 and in their selected category, in particular. Professor Kaeli continues to contribute to
 the field of computer and environmental health sciences in his work with PROTECT as
 the Core prepares to build customized user interfaces that will allow for efficient and
 accurate data entry and data analysis among the multiple participating universities.

WEBINARS

Small Business Funding Opportunities (SBIR/STTR) for Environmental
 Technologies at NIEHS SRP, EPA, and NSF

This webinar is designed to help small businesses and academic researchers better
 understand the different agencies that fund environmental technologies, and the
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 fundamental goals of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small
 Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs. The SBIR and STTR programs are
 one of the largest sources of funding for domestic small businesses to develop
 innovative technologies that have potential for commercial or societal benefits.

The webinar will be held April 2, 1:00-3:00 pm ET. For more information about the
 webinar and to register, visit the EPA CLU-IN website.

Upcoming PEPH Webinars

Please mark your calendars for two upcoming PEPH webinars highlighting issues that
 are timely and relevant to the SRP community:

Risk Communication: Addressing the Needs of Your Community: Friday, March
 20, 2015 - 1-2 pm ET

Citizen Science: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 - 1-2:30 pm ET

More information will be distributed soon on the PEPH listserv and posted on the PEPH
 Events page.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

Pacifichem Congress Abstracts due April 3

The 2015 International Chemical Congress of Pacific Basin Societies (Pacifichem) will
 take place in Honolulu, Hawaii, December 15-20, 2015. The theme of Pacifichem 2015
 is Chemical Networking: Building Bridges Across the Pacific, emphasizing the
 collaborative nature of chemistry as a multidisciplinary science and opportunities to
 network.

UC Davis SRP Center project leader Shirley Gee, is co-organizing a session titled:
 Immunoanalysis: Applications and Trends for Environmental Monitoring and Human
 Health.

Abstracts are being accepted now through April 3. For more information and to register
 and submit abstracts, visit the Pacifichem website.

FUNDING OPPORUNITIES

Environmental Technologies Solicitation

The Department of Defense's (DoD) Environmental Security Technology Certification
 Program (ESTCP) issued a solicitation January 8, 2015, requesting proposals for
 demonstration of environmental technologies. Researchers from federal organizations,
 universities, and private industry can apply for ESTCP funding. The DoD Call for
 Proposals requests pre-proposals related to environmental restoration, munitions
 response in underwater environments, resource conservation, and weapons systems
 and platforms. All pre-proposals are due no later than 2:00 pm ET March 12, 2015.
 More information about the solicitation, including instructions and deadlines, is
 available on the ESTCP website.

Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers (P30) Funding Opportunity

The NIEHS Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers (EHS CC) Program provides
 funding for institutional infrastructure to support scientific equipment, facilities, and
 other resources shared among researchers tackling environmental health questions.
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 The centers foster interactions among researchers to allow them to take advantage of
 innovations and approaches beyond what individual scientists would be likely to attain.
 Letters of intent are due March 22, 2015. Applications are due April 22, 2015. Visit
 the funding opportunity for more information.

Children's Health Exposure Analysis Resource (CHEAR) Funding
 Opportunity

NIEHS is establishing an infrastructure, the Children's Health Exposure Analysis
 Resource (CHEAR), to provide the extramural research community access to
 laboratory and statistical analyses to add or expand the inclusion of environmental
 exposures in their research. CHEAR is a multi-unit infrastructure to provide access to
 comprehensive exposure analysis that can be performed using biological samples
 collected in studies of children's health. The network has three units: a national
 exposure assessment laboratory network, an exposure data repository and resource
 for statistical analysis and methods development, as well as a coordinating center.

CHEAR is being solicited through three funding opportunity announcements: National
 Exposure Assessment Laboratory Network (U2C), Data Repository, Analysis and
 Science Center (U2C), and Coordinating Center (U24). Letters of intent are due March
 30, 2015. Applications are due April 30, 2015.

Big Data to Knowledge Funding Opportunities

Take a look at the NIH Big Data to Knowledge (BD2K) page for current funding
 opportunities related to BD2K initiatives that have approaching due dates in mid-
March.
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