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The Mississippi River Chemical Corridor

An 85-mile tract of land along the 
Mississippi River located between 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 

 Lined with 136 petrochemical plants
 and 7 oil refineries
 It produces approximately 1/4 of the 

nations petrochemicals
`Chemical Corridor' By `Old Man River,' New Health Fear; [Home Edition]
J. MICHAEL KENNEDY. Los Angeles Times (pre-1997 Fulltext). Los Angeles, Calif.: May 9, 1989. pg. 1





The Mississippi River Chemical Corridor
Prior to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 

2005:
 approximately 37% of the population 

of Louisiana was living within 11 
parishes lining the Mississippi River 
Chemical Corridor

1.7 million people
Ascension, East Baton Rouge, 
Jefferson, Iberville, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. 
Charles, St. James, St. John the 
Baptist and West Baton Rouge 
Parishes
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CITIES ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER CHEMICAL CORRIIDOR 



CHEMICALS PRODUCED ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

CHEMICAL CORRIDOR 

Photo from
Kate Orff, “Ecological Atlas to ‘Petrochemical America’” dedepicting picting tthe he kkinds inds oof f  ttoxic oxic eemissions missions eemanating manating ffrom rom pepetrochemical trochemical plplants ants 
aalong long tthe he MMRCC RCC.
http://dabrownstein.wordpress.com/2013/12/04/mapping-the-cancer-corridor-along-louisianas-gulf-coast/
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The Mississippi River Chemical 
Corridor

Industry leaders call it the 
Chemical Corridor…
Responsible for turning small 
rural towns into brick homes 
and shopping centers
In other words, prosperity



The Mississippi River Chemical 
Corridor

 Locals call it  “Cancer Alley”
 Seeing themselves as a vast human 

experiment….
 blaming the millions of pounds of 

toxic chemicals pouring out of smoke 
stacks for:
 Miscarriages
 Cancer
 Respiratory ailments
 Other serious diseases







Cancer in Louisiana

 Louisiana has one of the highest cancer mortality 
rates in the nation

 160 people die from cancer in the state every week
 Approximately 22,780 new cancer cases (excluding 

some skin cancers and carcinomas) occurred in 
Louisiana in 2011

 60 Louisiana residents receive the diagnosis of 
cancer each day

 8,360 people in Louisiana died from cancer in 2011
 23 people die of cancer every day in Louisiana



Cancer in Louisiana

 The combined mortality rate for Louisiana 
residents with cancer is 30% higher than the 
national average

 The combined cancer mortality rate for African 
Americans in Louisiana is approximately 30% 
higher than the national average



Who We Are
Deep South Center for Environmental Justice



Our Mission

The DSCEJ provides opportunities for communities, decision 
makers and scientific researchers, to collaborate on programs 
and projects that promote the rights of all people to be free 
from environmental harm as it impacts health, jobs, housing, 
education, and a general quality of life.



“COMMUNIVERSITY” MODEL

The essence of this model is an 
acknowledgement that for effective 
research and policy-making, valuable 
community life experiences regarding 
environmental insult must be integrated 
with the theoretical knowledge of 
academic educators and researchers. 

Nonthreatenin
g 

Environment

Community 
Experience

Academic 
Knowledge 
Theories & 
Concepts

EFFECTIVE RESEARCH AND POLICY



Formalized Agreement



Our Objectives

• The DSCEJ strives to achieve three key 
objectives:
–Partnership between Universities and 

Communities 
–Interaction among Program Components
–Legacy 



Our Methodology

• We have three components for reaching 
our objectives:
–Research and Policy Studies
–Community Assistance, Training and 

Education
–Primary, Secondary and     University 

Education



What We Do
Research and Policy Studies
Primary, Secondary and Higher Education Initiatives
Community Education & Training Initiatives
Workforce Development



Workforce Development

Bending toward Justice



Worker Training 
Programs

DSCEJ’s MWTP (ECWTP) 
began in 1994 and has a 23 
year history of successfully 
training minority, 
disadvantaged, and 
environmentally impacted 
community residents in 
hazardous waste 
remediation and responding 
to training needs of 
communities after 
disasters.



DSCEJ Environmental Career Worker Training Programs  
1994 through 2016

Previous Training Sites
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

West Dallas and Houston, 
Texas

Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Shreveport, Louisiana

Biloxi/Gulfport, Mississippi

Atlanta, Georgia

Savannah, Georgia

Current Training Sites
The Center’s ECWTP, formerly known as the Minority 
Worker Training Program, has engaged universities and 
communities successfully over the last 22 years.

ECWTP

New 
Orleans

Houston

Detroit

Pensacola



DSCEJ Minority Worker Training Program

Previous Training Sites

Texas

 West Dallas
 Houston

Louisiana

 Baton Rouge
 Shreveport

Mississippi

 Biloxi/Gulfport
 Hattiesburg

Georgia

 Atlanta

Florida

 Ft. Lauderdale

Houston

Current Training Sites

Texas Louisiana

New Orleans

Michigan

Georgia

 Savannah

Florida

 Pensacola

Detroit







Comments or 
Questions

28



Deep South Center for 
Environmental Justice
The Deep South Center for Environmental 
Justice was founded by Dr. Beverly Wright in 
1992 in collaboration with community 
environmental groups and other universities 
within the southern region to advance 
environmental justice. Since that time, the 
center has become a powerful resource for 
environmental justice research and education 
as well as health and safety training for 
environmental careers. 

29



About This Presentation…
This presentation was created by the Deep South 
Center for Environmental Justice under its worker 
training programs grant number 5U45ES010664 as 
funded by the National Institute for 
Environmental Health Science. 

The Deep South Center for Environmental Justice 
(DSCEJ) is not responsible for any outcomes as a 
result of how the information is used by viewers 
or how assessments are conducted in the field.

The content in this presentation is solely the 
responsibility of the authors and does not 
necessarily represent the official views of the 
National Institutes of Health. 30



For further information:
Contact

Kim Dunn, Technical Training Director

Deep South Center for Environmental Justice, Inc.
9801 Lake Forest Blvd.                                              
New Orleans, Louisiana 70127

Office: (504) 272-0956  
E-mail: kimd@dscej.org                                                   
Website: http://www.dscej.org

31

http://www.dscej.org/


THANK YOU
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