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HEADLINES

Save the Date: 2019 SRP Annual Meeting

Please mark your calendars for the 2019 Annual Meeting, which
will be held November 18-20 in Seattle, Washington. The
University of Washington and the University of Louisville will be
planning the meeting. Stay tuned for more information.

Register Now: SRP Progress in Research Webinars

Join us for the SRP Progress in Research webinars this spring,
which will feature work from the SRP Individual Research
Projects addressing biogeochemical interactions. In 2013, the
SRP initiated a targeted research program to better understand
how contaminants in the environment are affected by complex
biological, geological, and chemical processes. The individual
research project grants support problem-solving research on the
mechanisms of biogeochemical interactions that may impact
remediation of contaminated soil, sediment, surface water, or
groundwater.

April 22, 1-3 pm ET: Session I – Johns Hopkins University,
University of Tennessee
May 13, 1-3 pm ET: Session II – Colorado School of Mines,
University of California, Riverside, Virginia Institute of Marine
Science
May 20, 1-3 pm ET: Session III – Duke University, University
of California, Berkeley, University of Maryland-Baltimore
County

More information is also available on the SRP Progress in
Research website.

See You at SOT!

If you are headed to the Society of Toxicology (SOT) meeting
next week in Baltimore, Maryland, we encourage you to check out
some of the following SRP-related activities:

Research Funding Insights – NIEHS staff will be available in
the Research Funding Insights Room, Convention Center
Room 336, where you can meet with a staff member to
discuss aspects of scientific review or specific grant
opportunities. There will also be a Research Funding Insights

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Program Coordinator – City of
Portland Public Health Division

The City of Portland Health and
Human Services Department is
seeking a highly qualified individual
to coordinate and oversee the daily
operations of the Tobacco and Lead
Poisoning Prevention work for the
Public Health Division. This position,
located in Portland, Maine, will
oversee multiple grants that serve all
of Cumberland County. The
successful candidate will have
experience in meeting high level
grant deliverables and objectives;
staff management; fiscal and
programmatic reporting; grant
writing; coordinating a multiple
disciplinary coalition; and budget
management. This person should
demonstrate an independent, self-
directed, and motivational work
ethic, and have excellent skills in
written and verbal communication.
Graduate level degree in public
health is preferred; bachelor’s
degree with relevant work
experience will be considered.
Resumes are being accepted until
March 12. Visit the City of Portland
Current Job Opportunities page for
more information and to apply.  

Post-Doc Position at NIEHS
Perinatal and Early Life
Epidemiology Group

NIEHS is seeking talented and
motivated fellows with training and
experience in environmental health
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Session in Convention Center Room 302 from 3:00-4:30 pm
on Monday.
Meet the Directors – This session will feature NIEHS Director
Linda Birnbaum as well as Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, Principal
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Science at the EPA Office
of Research and Development, and Mark S. Johnson from the
U.S. Department of Defense. The session is on Tuesday from
11:00 am-12:00 pm in Convention Center Ballroom 3.
Applying Systems Biology Approaches to Understand the
Joint Action of Chemical and Nonchemical Stressors –
SRP Health Scientist Administrator Danielle Carlin will be
giving a presentation titled, Atherosclerosis: A Model Disease
to Determine the Interaction of Chemical and Nonchemical
Stressors. The session is on Monday from 1:45-4:30 pm in
Convention Center Room 309.
Electronic Waste: An Evolving Global Health Concern and
Risk Assessment Challenge – SRP Health Specialist
Brittany Trottier will be presenting on challenges and
opportunities in reducing exposures to E-Waste. SRP Health
Scientist Administrator Michelle Heacock will be co-chairing
the session. The session is on Monday from 12:10-1:30 pm in
Convention Center Room 309.
SRP Trainees and Mentors – Oregon State University and
University of New Mexico Superfund Centers are hosting an
SRP trainee reception at Phillips Seafood Baltimore at 8:00
pm on Monday. Thank you to those of you who RSVP’d!

And thank you to all of our grantees who sent in posters/oral
presentation information! SRP staff members are looking forward
to seeing your posters and presentations!

IN THE NEWS

NIEHS SRP News Stories

Take a moment to read about some of our colleagues' latest
activities in this month's Environmental Factor, the NIEHS
newsletter:

Texas Workshop Prepares Trainees for Disaster Research:
The Texas A&M University SRP Center hosted a first-of-its-
kind Disaster Research Training Workshop Dec. 17-18,
focused on training graduate students and postdoctoral
fellows.
New Toxicity Test Offers Speed, Accuracy, Savings: Funded
in part by the SRP, researchers from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) developed a new toxicity test
that can directly and accurately measure the impact of
chemicals on cell survival in a matter of days.

Visit the SRP news page for more stories about the Program:

STEEP Highlighted in Nature News Feature: University of
Rhode Island SRP Sources, Transport, Exposure, and Effects
of PFASs (STEEP) Center researchers were featured in a

sciences, biostatistics, or
epidemiology for positions in the
Perinatal and Early Life
Epidemiology Group (PI: Kelly
Ferguson) in the Epidemiology
Branch at the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences in
Durham, North Carolina. The
successful candidate will have a
strong background in epidemiology,
including experience with statistical
modeling. Experience in
environmental health sciences,
biomarker studies, or chemistry is
beneficial but not required.

Applicants should submit the
following materials to
epifellowships@niehs.nih.gov or
directly to kelly.ferguson2@nih.gov:
Letter describing areas of research
interest, curriculum vitae with
bibliography, and copies of 1-2
recent publications.

Jobs at Gradient

Gradient is currently recruiting
talented and qualified individuals to
join their team, including
environmental engineers,
epidemiologists, biostatisticians,
toxicologists, geologists, and
database specialists. Critical
thinking, supported by a foundation
of rock-solid scientific, research,
writing, and client development skills
are hallmarks of successful Gradient
staff.

For more information about
Gradient, see its Careers Overview
document.

CURRENT RESEARCH
BRIEF

Research Brief 291: Passive
Samplers Tackle PCB Flux (Keri
Hornbuckle, University of Iowa).

Past Research Briefs are available
on the SRP website. To receive the
monthly Research Briefs or to
submit ideas, email Michelle
Heacock
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story in Nature about their efforts to measure poly- and
perfluorinated alkyl substances in water, and to understand
their movement in the environment and impacts on human
health.
In Sites Unseen, Frickel Examines Legacies of Industrial Past:
In a new book, Scott Frickel, a professor of sociology and
member of the Brown University SRP Center, discusses the
industrial past of four different cities, and how their history
helps us to better understand and manage potentially toxic
contamination.
Assessing PAH Exposure with the Swinomish Tribe:
Researchers from the Oregon State University SRP Center
have collaborated with the Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community in a community-based participatory research
project to measure exposure to polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons.
Ramirez-Andreotta receives 2019 AAAS Early Career Award:
Monica Ramirez-Andreotta, assistant professor in the
department of soil, water, and environmental science at the
University of Arizona, is the winner of the 2019 Early Career
Award for Public Engagement with Science, presented by the
American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Stapleton Highlighted in Newsweek and Other
Publications

Duke SRP Center researcher Heather Stapleton presented her
lab’s findings at the annual American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS) conference on how children
living in homes with all vinyl flooring or flame-retardant chemicals
in furniture have significantly higher concentrations of potentially
harmful semi-volatile organic compounds in their blood or urine
than children from homes where these materials are not present.
The information was written up in articles in Newsweek and
Dailymail.

Stapleton was also quoted in the online publication, Fatherly,
about flame retardant exposure, health impacts, and efficacy of
flame retardant chemicals in preventing fires.

Study Led by Evans Featured in Science Daily

A new study out of the Salk Institute led by University of
California, San Diego SRP Center researcher Ronald Evans
suggests that high-fat diets fuel colorectal cancer growth by
upsetting the balance of bile acids in the intestine and triggering a
hormonal signal that lets potentially cancerous cells thrive. The
findings could explain why colorectal cancer, which can take
decades to develop, is being seen in younger people growing up
at a time when higher-fat diets are common. The findings were
highlighted in Science Daily.

UPenn Research Highlighted in Science News Outlets

University of Pennsylvania SRP Center researcher Melpo
Christofidou-Solomidou recently published that synthetic flaxseed

(heacockm@niehs.nih.gov).

SRP EVENTS

Society of Toxicology Meeting
March 10 – 14, 2019
Baltimore, Maryland

Sicker Fatter Poorer: The Urgent
Threat of Hormone-Disrupting
Chemicals to Our Health and
Future...and What We Can Do About
It
Grantee Event: Sponsored by the
Northeastern University SRP
March 11, 2019, 1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
EDT
Webinar

Biogeochemical Interactions
Affecting Bioavailability for in Situ
Remediation
Session I – Johns Hopkins
University and University of
Tennessee 
April 22, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. EDT 
Webinar

Biogeochemical Interactions
Affecting Bioavailability for in Situ
Remediation
Session II – Colorado School of
Mines, University of California,
Riverside, and Virginia Institute of
Marine Science 
May 13, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. EDT 
Webinar

20th International Symposium on
Pollutant Responses in Marine
Organisms 
May 19 – 22, 2019
Charleston, South Carolina

Biogeochemical Interactions
Affecting Bioavailability for in Situ
Remediation
Session III – Duke University,
University of California, Berkeley,
and University of Maryland-
Baltimore County 
May 20, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. EDT 
Webinar

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances:
Second National Conference 
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derivative helps heart function in septic mice. The findings were
highlighted in Science Daily and Medical Xpress.

TRAINEE SPOTLIGHT

Jaligama Explores Respiratory Health Effects of
Chemicals

Sridhar Jaligama is a former
postdoctoral researcher under the
guidance of Louisiana State University
SRP Center Director Stephania
Cormier. As a postdoc, he explored
how exposure to combustion-derived
particulate matter impacts pulmonary
immune responses.

As part of his postdoctoral research, he
was especially interested in learning how high levels of air
pollution impact the immune response in infants and children
living near highways or Superfund sites. His research identified
mechanisms that result in reduced adaptive immune response
and enhanced respiratory disease severity in infants and young
children exposed to certain airborne particulates.

Last year, Jaligama published a study resulting from his SRP
training that described the mechanism underlying pulmonary
inflammation in response to environmentally persistent free
radicals (EPFRs). Pollutant particles containing EPFRs are
formed during many combustion processes. As part of his
postdoctoral work, he also demonstrated that exposure to
particulate matter from Deepwater Horizon crude oil burnoff
induces pulmonary inflammation and alters adaptive immune
response. As an SRP trainee, her received several awards,
including the 2016 Gabriel Plaa award from the Society of
Toxicology. 

After completing his postdoctoral fellowship, Jaligama joined
Battelle Life Science Research in November 2016. As a Research
Scientist on the Inhalation Toxicology team, he supports ongoing
non-clinical toxicology and safety assessment studies for the
National Toxicology Program (NTP) as well as industrial and
pharmaceutical clients. He is identifying the effects of inhaled
chemicals, particulates, and toxins on body systems. He will also
support studies for companies seeking product registration for
new tobacco and nicotine products such as e-cigarettes.

Outside of work, Jaligama enjoys playing outdoor sports,
traveling, and spending time with family and friends.

HOT PUBLICATION

Resilience Through Regeneration: The Economics of
Repurposing Vacant Land with Green Infrastructure

June 10 – 11, 2019
Boston, Massachusetts

Save the Date: 2019 SRP Annual
Meeting
November 18 – 20, 2019
Seattle, Washington

GET UPDATES FROM
OTHER SRP GRANTEES

To see the latest SRP grantee
publications, visit the SRP
publications page.

Visit the SRP Materials for Grantees
page for helpful information, such as
SRP administrative supplements
information, SRP best practices,
guidelines for NIEHS logo use, and
the Data Collection Form.

See the SRP Science Digest to read
more about recent SRP research
highlights and activities.

The SRP Events page contains
information about upcoming
meetings, seminars, and webinars.

The SRP website also has Search
Tools to help you learn more about
projects funded by the Program.

JOIN THE @SRP_NIEHS
KNOWLEDGE NETWORK
ON TWITTER

NIEHS uses Twitter, a popular social
media tool, for information sharing
through tweets. Many SRP Centers
also have accounts, and it would be
great if all participated! Follow us
@SRP_NIEHS to instantly hear
news about the Program, noteworthy
publications, events, and job
opportunities for trainees.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Need to get in touch with an NIEHS
SRP staff member? Check out our
Contact Staff page.
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In a new study, Texas A&M SRP Center Community Engagement
Core co-leader Galen Newman used landscape performance
measures to evaluate the cost and flood performance of green
infrastructure projects for three neighborhoods in Houston, Texas.
Results suggested that when using green infrastructure to
regenerate vacant properties, flood risk continually decreases,
upfront economic costs increase in the short term when
compared to conventional development, but the long-term
economic return on investment is much higher.

Many urban areas affected by flood disasters are also becoming
increasingly ecologically and socially fragmented due to the
accumulation of vacant properties. While redevelopment is often
viewed as the primary objective in regenerating vacant properties,
they can also potentially provide ecological and hydrological land
uses. This research examined the hydrological and economic
effects of green infrastructure as a strategy for vacant land
regeneration.

Three design projects were carried out independently in three
underserved neighborhoods in Houston following a “Resilience
through Regeneration” approach. Resilience through
Regeneration refers to a design approach which seeks to mitigate
community-scaled flood effects through repurposing efforts of
vacant properties around green infrastructure. This approach
incorporates both public engagement and site-specific
programming.

AWARD WINNERS

Wiesner Appointed to EPA Science Advisory Board

Duke SRP Center researcher Mark Wiesner was named to the
EPA Science Advisory Board and drinking water subcommittee.
With eight new board members appointed to three-year terms, the
role of the board is to review the quality and relevance of the
scientific and technical information being used by the EPA, review
EPA research programs and plans, provide science advice as
requested by the EPA Administrator, and advise the agency on
broad scientific matters.

Velasco Wins Poster Competitions

University of New Mexico SRP Center trainee Carmen Adela
Velasco won first place for her poster presentation, Speciation
and Reactivity of Organic Matter in Uranium Mine Wastes from
Laguna, New Mexico: An Application of Surface Sciences in
Environmental Systems, at the American Society of Civil
Engineering in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and at the American
Vacuum Society Symposium in Denver, Colorado.

Horney Appointed to Board of Scientific Counselors

Texas A&M SRP Center Community Engagement Core leader
Jennifer Horney was appointed to the Office of Public Health
Preparedness and Response Board of Scientific Counselors by
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the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. The advisory committee is chartered under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act and comes together to provide advice
and guidance about the public health preparedness and response
activities conducted by Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and the Center for Preparedness and Response.

Larian Receives Women in Medicine and Science Rising
Star Award

University of Kentucky SRP Center trainee Nika Larian was the
2018 recipient of the Women in Medicine and Science Rising Star
Award. The Rising Star Award was developed to recognize and
promote the accomplishments of women who are still in training.

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

2019 International Symposium on Polycyclic Aromatic
Compounds (ISPAC) Meeting

The 2019 International Symposium on Polycyclic Aromatic
Compounds (ISPAC) meeting will be held at Örebro University in
Örebro, Sweden September 9-12. The meeting covers a wide
range of topics focused on polycyclic aromatic compounds,
spanning from analytical chemistry to ecotoxicology to chemical
synthesis, among others. Participants of the ISPAC meeting will
have the opportunity to exchange and share their research ideas,
while also learning about the latest research in the world of PACs.
They welcome the submission of abstracts related to PACs in any
research area for both platform and poster presentations.
Abstracts are due May 1. See the call for abstracts page for
more information.

WEBINARS AND TRAININGS

Summer Boot Camps for Health/Research Professionals

Registration is now open for 13 hands-on summer boot camps
designed for health and research professionals at all career
stages. Learn immediate take-away skills directly from the experts
over 2-3 days at Columbia University's Mailman School of Public
Health! Scholarships and early-bird rates are available, and
capacity is limited. Visit the Columbia SHARP Training website for
more information.

NIMHD Health Disparities Research Institute

The National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities
(NIMHD) will host the Health Disparities Research Institute
(HDRI) August 12-16, 2019, in Bethesda, Maryland. The HDRI
aims to support the research career development of promising
minority health/health disparities research scientists early in their
careers and stimulate research in the disciplines supported by
health disparities science.
The program will feature lectures on minority health and health
disparities research, mock grant reviews, seminars, and small
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group discussions.

Applications are due by March 22, 2019 at 5 pm EST.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

NIEHS SBIR/STTR Funding Opportunities

NIEHS has announced new Small Business Innovation Research
(SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) funding
opportunities related to innovative approaches for improving
environmental health literacy. Letters of intent are due March 9
and applications are due April 9.

EPA Funding Opportunity: Addressing Environmental
Concerns in Vieques, Puerto Rico

EPA is seeking applications to develop a community participatory
research program to foster a better understanding of
environmental contamination, impact, and mitigation options at
the Vieques, Puerto Rico site which functioned as a military
training installation. Applications should aim to: develop
approaches and methods to detect and characterize the baseline
level of contamination in Vieques; assess human health and
ecosystem impacts caused by contaminant exposure in Vieques;
and develop innovative approaches to mitigate contamination and
enhance remediation at the site. Applications are due April 23.

NSF Supplemental Funding

The global competitiveness of the United States depends critically
on the readiness of its Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) workforce, and NSF seeks to continue to
invest in programs that directly advance this workforce. As part of
this effort, a supplemental funding opportunity is available in
Fiscal Years 2019 and 2020 to provide support for non-academic
research internships for graduate students to support career
opportunities in any sector of the U.S. economy.

The PI of an active NSF award may request supplemental funding
for one or more graduate students to gain knowledge, skills, and
experiences that will augment their preparation for a successful
long-term career through an internship in a non-academic setting.
To be eligible, graduate students must have completed at least
one academic year in their graduate programs and be making
satisfactory progress toward the completion of their degrees.

Supplemental funding requests may be submitted at any time but
no later than May 1, 2019 for available FY 2019 funds and May 1,
2020 for available FY 2020 funds.

DATA SCIENCE AND DATA SHARING

NIEHS Requesting Feedback on Improving Training in
Data Science

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMjExLjE0Nzc3NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMjExLjE0Nzc3NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM2NjgxNiZlbWFpbGlkPWZpbm5zQG5pZWhzLm5paC5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWZpbm5zQG5pZWhzLm5paC5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://summerhealthdisparities.nimhd.nih.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-19-005.html
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-19-006.html
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https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18102/nsf18102.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2018/nsf18102/nsf18102.jsp


At the Society of Toxicology Annual Meeting, NIEHS will be
requesting trainee and researchers’ feedback regarding training
needs in data science. An interactive poster will be available
where trainees and researchers can provide their input and
suggestions for improving training in data science. Please contact
SRP Program Administrator, Danielle Carlin
(danielle.carlin@nih.gov) if you have any questions about the
poster.

2019 Data Science Innovation Lab Opportunity

The Big Data to Knowledge (BD2K) Training Coordinating Center
is organizing a Data Science Innovation Lab to foster the
development of new interdisciplinary teams to tackle the
challenges associated with the analysis, modeling, and
visualization of large-scale data sets associated with the
biomedicine of rural health. The training targets junior faculty,
career development awardees, and senior postdoctoral fellows
who are interested in forming new interdisciplinary collaborations
which will generate creative strategies for addressing challenges
associated with the analysis, modeling, and visualization of large-
scale data sets.

The format is a five-day intensive retreat with the participants
being half quantitative scientists and half biomedical scientists. All
expenses are covered by the organizers. Early-career
investigators from quantitative and biomedical fields are highly
encouraged to apply. The deadline to submit applications is
March 10.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) SRP Center
participated in the 2018 EPA New England Tribal Leaders
Summit and Environmental Conference focused on protecting
forests, waters, lands, and oceans for future generations. This
year's conference, hosted by the Passamaquoddy Tribe - Indian
Township, included a host of discussions, presentations, a site
trip to the Tribe's maple sugaring facility, a moose calling, and
cultural events. Facilitated by the EPA Tribal Program Officer,
Michael Stover, the program included presentations of cultural
heritage by tribal elders and cutting-edge research presentations

mailto:danielle.carlin@nih.gov
https://bigdatau.ini.usc.edu/innovationlab2019
https://bigdatau.ini.usc.edu/innovationlab2019
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2ctl-ZWh_MvFUpVPCnnXXqsH7OGWntoQvKL6q-AqLJr1s3w/viewform


by government agencies on climate change predictions for the
Gulf of Maine. MIT SRP Center members Jenny Kay and Kathy
Vandiver attended to learn more about these environmental
concerns and to raise awareness of the MIT SRP Center. (Photo
courtesy of the MIT SRP Center)




