


METHAMPHETAMINE?METHAMPHETAMINE?

• SCHEDULE II CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
• POWERFUL CENTRAL NERVOUS 

SYSTEM STIMULANT
• HIGH POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE
• PROLONGS PERSON’S ABILITY TO 

PERFORM THEIR DUTIES
• PRODUCED IN CLANDESTINE LABS











History of Methamphetamine
& Amphetamine Timeline

Jan 18, 1887
Amphetamine was first synthesized by German chemist L. Edelean
and originally named phenylisopropylamine

1919
Methamphetamine, more potent and easy to make, was discovered
in Japan 

1930's
Amphetamines are first marketed as 'benzedrine' in an
over-the-counter inhaler to treat congestion. 



World War II
Amphetamine widely distributed to soldiers to help them
keep fighting. 

1942
Dextro-amphetamine and methamphetamine become
commonly available. 

1970
Amphetamine becomes illegal with the passage of the
'U.S. Drug Abuse Regulation and Control Act of 1970'. 

1937
Amphetamine is first available in tablet form by prescription
for use in the treatment of narcolepsy and ADHD (attention
deficit hyperactivity disorder). 



SLANG TERMS AND STREET NAMES

• SPEED
• CRANK
• JUPE
• METH
• CRYSTAL
• ICE
• POOR MAN’S COKE
• GO FAST



METHODS OF INGESTION

• INHALED                    3 TO 5 MINUTES
• INJECTED                  5 TO 10 MINUTES
• SWALLOWED           15 TO 20 MINUTES
• SMOKED                     5 TO 10 MINUTES

•• DURATION OF THE HIGH IS FROM 4 TO 8 DURATION OF THE HIGH IS FROM 4 TO 8 
HOURS.HOURS.







METHAMPHETAMINE 
ABUSE CYCLE

• RUSH - IS THE EXHILARATION FELT UPON INGESTION. CAN 
LAST 5 TO 30 MINUTES.

• HIGH - USER FEELS CONTINUED STIMULATION FOLLOWING 
THE RUSH. CAN LAST 4 TO 16 HOURS.

• BINGE - USER CONTINUES THE HIGH BY REPEATED USE, 
ONCE EFFECTS DIMINISH. THIS MAY CONTINUE FOR 3 TO 15 
DAYS.

• TWEAKING - OCCURS AT THE END OF THE BINGE CYCLE. 
USER EXPERIENCES PARANOIA AND DEPRESSION, AND MAY 
EXHIBIT AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR. MAY LAST UP TO 24 HOURS.

• CRASH - AFTER DAYS WITHOUT SLEEP, USER COLLAPSES 
FROM EXHAUSTION=DEEP SLEEP LASTING 1 TO 3 DAYS.





STREET PRICES $$$$$$$$

• $100.00  PER GRAM
• $300.00  PER 1/8 OUNCE (3.5 GRAMS)
• $1,300.00 PER OUNCE

• REPORTS FROM THE LOUISVILLE 
AREA INDICATE PRICES AS HIGH 
AS $2,500.00 PER OUNCE









• Basements

• Recreation Rooms

• Bathrooms

• Garages

• Motels/Hotels

• Houseboats

• Public Lands (Parks)

• Sheds

•Caves

•Camp Sites

•Mobile Homes/Trailers

•Bunkers

•Factories/Warehouses

•Vehicles



HAZARDS AT
METHAMPHETAMINE LAB

LOCATIONS

• TOXICOLOGY

• CHEMICAL

• FIRE

• PHYSICAL

• ENVIRONMENTAL FOR EVERY POUND OF 
METHAMPHETAMINE MANUFACTURED, 7 
POUNDS OF HAZARDOUS WASTE ARE 
PRODUCED.



CLAN LAB
ASSUMPTION



TERMINOLOGY

• PRECURSOR
• REAGENT
• SOLVENT
• CATALYST



PRECURSOR

• A raw material that becomes part of the 
finished product through a chemical 
reaction. There is one precursor chemical in 
the methamphetamine manufacturing 
process.

• Ephedrine or Pseudoephedrine



REAGENT

• A substance that reacts chemically with the 
Precursor chemical, but does not become 
part of the finished product.

• Red P reacts with Hydriodic Acid and 
Pseudoephedrine to create “Meth in 
solution”, or Meth base/oil.

• NH3 reacts with Lithium Metal and 
Pseudoephedrine.



SOLVENT

• Do not react chemically w/Precursor or 
Reagent and does not become part of the 
finished product. Helps other chemicals 
mix, separate, cool reactions, and cleans 
finished product.

• Ether, Acetone, Methanol, Ethanol, 
MEK,Isopropyl Alcohol,Coleman Fuel,etc.



CATALYST

• A Substance that initiates a chemical 
reaction and/or enables it to proceed under 
different conditions ( at a lower 
temperature) than otherwise possible.

• Hydrogen Chloride Gas ( HCL Gas)













Meth layer

Pseudo/Ephedrine 
layers

Ammonia presence

















































ANHYDROUS AMMONIA?

• ANHYDROUS - WITHOUT WATER
• 1 PART NITROGEN/3 PARTS HYDROGEN
• AGRICULTURAL FERTILIZER
• VERY DANGEROUS CHEMICAL
• COMPRESSED INTO A LIQUID
• ONCE PRESSURE RELEASED, LIQUID 

AMMONIA QUICKLY CONVERTS TO A 
GASEOUS STATE.



ANHYDROUS AMMONIA?

• 1 GALLON OF LIQUID AMMONIA WILL 
TURN TO A VAPOR CLOUD THAT IS 
5’X5’X5’.

• TEMPERATURE OF VAPOR CLOUD CAN 
RANGE FROM -45 DEGREES TO -100 
DEGREES.

• FIRST 10 TO 12 FEET OF CLOUD WILL 
RAPIDLY FREEZE EVERYTHING IT 
TOUCHES!



ANHYDROUS AMMONIA?

• OUTSIDE TEMPERATURE INCREASE 
WILL INCREASE TEMPERATURE OF 
LIQUID.

• AS TEMPERATURE INCREASES INSIDE 
THE TANK, THE LIQUID EXPANDS.

• FOR EXAMPLE: AT 60 DEGREES (F) 
THE PRESSURE IS 93psi, AT 100 
DEGREES (F) THE PRESSURE IS 200psi.

• NH3 BOILS AT -28 DEGREES (F)
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CLANDESTINE LAB RESPONSES
KSP Drug Enforcement

2003 Annual KSP Totals=3762003 Annual KSP Totals=376

Updated September 22, 2004

2004 YTD KSP Totals=2522004 YTD KSP Totals=252
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CRIMINAL PENALTIES

• Possession Meth - Class D Felony for 1st 
Offense - 1 to 5 years

• Trafficking Meth - Class C Felony for 1st 
Offense - 5 to 10 years

• Manufacturing Meth - Class B Felony for 1st 
Offense - 10 to 20 years

• Theft/Possession/Tampering w/Anhydrous 
Ammonia w/Intent to Manufacture Meth -
Class B Felony 1st Offense - 10 to 20 years













KENTUCKY STATE POLICEKENTUCKY STATE POLICE
“THE THIN GREY LINE”“THE THIN GREY LINE”

Det. Louis WeberDet. Louis Weber

1-800-222-5555
270-746-7834
270-826-3312


