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Where applicable, requires employers to:

• Conduct an assessment for PPE

• Provide PPE at no cost, appropriate to the hazard

• Train employees on how to don (put on) and doff (take off) 

PPE

• Train workers to maintain, store, and replace PPE

• Provide medical evaluation and fit testing

• PPE standard does not address biological hazards 

specifically, but it has been interpreted by OSHA to apply

•https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_id=9777&p_table=STANDARDS

OSHA PPE standard

https://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_id=9777&p_table=STANDARDS
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https://www.osha.g

ov/OshDoc/Directi

ve_pdf/CPL_02-

01-050.pdf

https://www.osha.gov/OshDoc/Directive_pdf/CPL_02-01-050.pdf


OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard

• Does NOT apply to SARS-CoV-2

• However, PPE recommendations are similar

Personal protective equipment will be considered “appropriate” 

only if it does not permit blood or other potentially infectious 

materials to pass through to or reach the employee's work 

clothes… skin, eyes, mouth, or other mucous membranes under 

normal conditions of use....
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Risk Assessment to Prevent Physical Exposure 

to Splash, Splatter

• Patient Care

• Clinical Laboratories

• Laundry/Linen

• Waste Removal

• Face Shields

• Eye Protection 

• Gloves

• Gowns
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Mucocutaneous 

Exposures
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Eyes

Nose

Mouth

Non-Intact Skin



Source: https://www.lhup.edu/~dsimanek/scenario/labman3/eye.htm

•Capillaries

Semi-Transparent Skin 

Covering: First Line of 

Defense
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Goggles

• No standards for design or performance of face shields for 

biological hazards

• “Goggles or glasses with side shields”

• ANSI/ISEA Z87.62 will address

• Important to keep fit and comfort in mind

• Disposable or reusable

• Prescription
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Face Shields

• No standards for design or performance of face shields for 

biological hazards

• ANSI/ISEA Z87.62 will address, but only from a 

manufacturing, performance standard point of view
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https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=wAZSYSpct

e0&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAZSYSpcte0&feature=youtu.be


Improving accessibility &  

visual cues
Not an 

Endorsement
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https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/ppe/PPEslides6-29-04.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/pdfs/ppe/PPEslides6-29-04.pdf
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• Employers should develop 

site specific cleaning, 

disinfection, sterilization 

procedures. 

• Use EPA-Registered 

Disinfectants

• Worker and building 

occupant protection is 

essential when cleaning 

and disinfecting 

contaminated surfaces

• Closely follow product IFU 

and SDS, some require 

additional PPE

EPA List: https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-

against-sars-cov-2

Processing Surfaces and Patient Rooms

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
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OSHA Hazard Communication Standard

The hazard communication standard, 29 CFR 

1910.1200, establishes a worker’s right to know 

about chemicals in the workplace

Employers are required to develop:

• List of all hazardous chemicals in the workplace

• Labels on containers

• Chemical information (safety data sheets)

• Training

• Written program and worker access to information

These rights may be relevant to the cleaning and disinfecting 

chemicals 
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CDC PPE Burn Rate Calculator: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/burn-calculator.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/burn-calculator.html


16https://www.ecri.org/coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak-preparedness-center

https://www.ecri.org/coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak-preparedness-center


International Safety Center EPINet® Exposure Incident Data

https://internationalsafetycenter.org/exposure-reports/
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https://internationalsafetycenter.org/exposure-reports/


Blood & Body Fluid Exposure Incidents per 100 

ADC; EPINet
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Blood & Body Fluid Exposure Incident Summary Data; N=34 facilities, 

EPINet 2018

Eyes 57.6%

Nose

Mouth

Intact Skin

Non-Intact Skin
Other

Eyes Nose Mouth Intact Skin Non-Intact Skin Other



Blood & Body Fluid Exposure Incident Summary Data; 

N=34 Facilities, EPINet 2018

Patient Room
38.7%

Outside Pt Room

ED 12.6%
ICU/CCU

OR/PACU 23.3%

Procedure Room

Clin Lab L&D
Home Care

Outpatient Clinic



Total PPE & Barrier Garment Worn During BBFE 

Incident; 2018

Which barrier garments were 

worn at the time of exposure?

% of Total 

Records

Single pair of gloves 33.4%

Double pair of gloves 5%

Protective Eyewear / Goggles 2.8%

Eyeglasses (not protective) 6.7%

Eyeglasses with sideshields 0.6%

Faceshield 3.0%

Surgical mask 9.1%

Surgical gown 0%

Plastic apron 0.4%

Labcoat / Scrub Jacket, cloth, (not protective) 0%

Respirator 0%

Other 3.0%

Wearing appropriate 

eye protection

•6.4%
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