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Connecting the dots…



RACISM IS STAMPED IN 
AMERICA’S DNA
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Books that I have Written: 
It’s just one book, but don’t tell anybody…

• Invisible Houston
• Dumping in Dixie
• In Search of the New South
• Growth and Decline of a Sunbelt 

Boomtown
• Confronting Environmental 

Racism
• Residential Apartheid
• Unequal Protection
• Just Transportation
• Sprawl City 

• Just Sustainabilities
• Highway Robbery
• The Quest for Environmental 

Justice
• Growing Smarter 
• The Black Metropolis in the 

Twenty-First Century
• Race, Place, and Environmental 

Justice After Hurricane Katrina
• The Wrong Complexion for 

Protection



First Africans in Virginia Landed in 1619
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Slave Patrols Origins of Policing 
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1820s
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1850s



U.S. Supreme Court Decision
• Chief Justice Roger B. Taney:  The 

framers of the Constitution, he wrote, 
believed that blacks "had no rights 
which the white man was bound 
to respect; and that the negro 
might justly and lawfully be 
reduced to slavery for his benefit. 
He was bought and sold and 
treated as an ordinary article of 
merchandise and traffic, 
whenever profit could be made by 
it."



1860s
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1896



Dismantling Separate But Equal
• Transportation and Civil 

Rights have been linked 
for more than a century

• The 1896 U.S. Supreme 
Court Plessy v. Ferguson
decision codified “Jim 
Crow” segregation
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1920s
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1950
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1950s





Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.



Frontal Assault on 
Transportation Apartheid 

• U.S. Supreme Court overturned 
Plessy in 1954 Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka

• The system was later challenged by 
Rosa Parks in 1955 and 
Montgomery Boycott

• December 2005 marked mark the 
50th anniversary of the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott 

• It is ironic that Rosa Parks could not 
have sat on the front or back of the 
Montgomery bus then, because the 
city dismantled its bus system in 
1997







1960s
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Dr. King Speaks in Support of 
Garbage Workers - 1968



Environmental and Economic 
Justice Mission in Memphis 
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1983
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Source: Chetty (2018)  
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009
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68Source: Social Science Research Council (2015)
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Lung Cancer Distribution in the U.S. 
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Overall Child Well-Being 

75Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation (2014)
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Covid-19 Tracking Hot Spots
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Thank You!
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