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Background 
MMWR Report (U.S., as of May 31st): 
• At least 16,233 COVID-19 cases among meat processing workers 
• At least 86 have died 
• 9.1% of meat/poultry processing workers 
• 87% occurred among workers in minority populations 

Meat processing declared 
“critical infrastructure” on 
April 28 

CDC/OSHA issued guidance 
on April 26 

(Waltenburg et al., 2020)

L•rl uU tc.-rtftANR.dr•l'I: 4charu••t ir.aurM~l!il: 
,o•l~rpkb l~~ up uncumufllcOl r.!il!:,,1:a, 

ba,;aur.arn11: 
...... King 
'!lt'it,j (I mt 
d'ecl• l«'I 

TABLE 1. Laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases among worker< in meat and poultry facilities - 23 states, Ap ril-May 2020• 

No.(%) 

Confirmed 
Workers in affected COVID~19cases COVID-19- related 

State Type of meat/poultry in affected faci lities Facilities affected fa cilitiest among workers deaths! 

Arizona Beef 1,750 162 (9.3) 0(01 
Colorado Beef, bison, lamb, poultry 7.7 11 422 (5.5) 912.11 
Georgia Poultry 14 16,500 509(3.1) 110.11 
Idaho Beel 2 797 72(9.0) 0(0) 
lllinotS Beef, pork. poultry 26 N/A 1.029(-) 1011.0) 
Kansas Beef, pork. poultry 10 N/A 2.670(-) 810.3) 
Kentucky Pork. pouhry 7 7,633 559 (7.3) 410.n 
Maine Poultry 4 11 50 (12.2) 112.0) 
Maf)'land Poultry 2 2,036 208 (10.2) 512.4) 
Massachusetts Pouluy, other 33 NIA 263(-) 0(0) 
Mis.sou;! Beer, po;k., poultry ? 8,46? 74518.8) 210.3) 
Nebraska Beef, pork. poultry 23 26,134 3.438 (13.2) 1410.4) 
New Mexico Beef, pork. poultry 2 550 24(4.4) 0(0) 
Petins)'lvanfa Beel, pork. poultry, 01he, 30 15,548 1,169 (7.S} 810.7) 
Rhode Island Beel, pork. poultry, 01he, 6 N/A 78(-) 0(0) 
South C rolina Beer, pork. poultry, other 16 N/ A 97(-) 0(0) 
South Dakota Beef, pork. poultry 4 6.500 1.593 (24.5) 310.2) 
Tennessee Pork. poultry, other NIA 6401- ) 210.3) 
Utah Beef, pork. poultry 4 N/A 671- ) 111.5) 
Vlr'ginfa Pork, pouhry, other 14 N/ A 1,109(- ) 1010.9) 
Washington Beel, poultry 7 4.452 468(10.S} 410.91 
Wisconsin Bee(. pork. veal 14 14.125 860(6.1) 410.51 
Wyoming Beef 0 N/A 1 (- ) 0(01 

Total Beef. bison, lamb, potk. pou luy, vea l, other 239 112,616 16,233 86 

Combined total•• 264 17,3S8 91  



Technical Assistance 
• Team  of  Infectious D isease Experts  from 

Global  Center for  Health  Security at 
University  of  Nebraska  Medical Center 

• Provided  technical  assistance  to meat  
processing  facilities  in  Nebraska

• Onsite  visits (14)  and technical 
assistance  calls (9) 

• Observations  and best practices  have  been 
collated to  develop Guidelines and 
Recommendations for mitigating  risks  of 
COVID-19  in these  facilities 

https://www.unmc.edu/healthsecurity/ 

https://www.unmc.edu/healthsecurity/


Recommendations & Observations 
• Challenges  and Increased exposure  risks 

•Hundreds  to thousands of  workers  per  shift 
•Prolonged close contact on production lines 
•Compact  welfare  areas (cafeteria, locker  rooms,  hallways) 

• Key Recommendations from Infection  Control  standpoint: 
•Universal mask policy 
•Physical barriers  (e.g.,  Plexiglass  partitions  on  the line,  at cafeteria  tables) 
•Physical  distancing  (on production line,  in welfare  areas,  additional  tent  space) 
•Education 
•Paid sick  leave  and no-penalty absenteeism  (NOT  bonus  pay  tied to attendance!) 



Conclusions 
• Worked solely with plant  leadership 
• Measures have been implemented,  but  how  will they be maintained? 

• Compliance 
• Enforcement 
• Sustained policies 
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