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Opioids and the Workplace - Risk 
Factors and Solutions

Includes 20 articles on key topics such as the 
importance of primary prevention of occupational 
injury and stress that can lead to opioid misuse, 
protection of first responders, NIOSH research 
initiatives, worker training, peer/member 
assistance programs, recovery friendly 
workplace initiatives, clean-up of sites 
contaminated with fentanyl, policies to improve 
access to treatment and prevent discrimination 
by providers and payors, the importance of 
reforming stigmatizing and punitive workplace 
policies and programs, and the negative impact 
of managerialism on the addiction treatment 
workforce. 
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Socioeconomic inequalities in opioid use disorder: 
Employment conditions, job stressors & injuries

Work stressors Opioid use 
disorder

Coping through 
alcohol, drug use

Over prescription 
of opioidsWork injuries

Trade-related 
loss of well-
paying jobs

Punitive workplace 
drug policies & stigma

Economically 
devastated 

communities

Pharma 
promoting 
opioid use

Job insecurity, 
no pd sick leave

No access to 
alternative 

pain Tx

Rosen J, Landsbergis P, Mitchell AH, Campbell S. A public health approach to protecting workers from opioid use 
disorder (OUD) and overdose related to occupational exposure, injury, and stress. APHA policy proposal 2020.



Drug overdose mortality trends
The vertical dashed lines separate the COVID-19 pandemic period from prior trends.

Friedman JR, Hansen H. JAMA Psychiatry April 2022;79(4):379-81.
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